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TRAVERSO, Enzo: Las Nuevas Caras de La Derecha. Buenos Aires, 2018, Siglo
Veintiuno Editores Argentina, 157 pp., ISBN: 978-987-629-801-8.

Odilon Caldeira Neto*

pol: http://dx.doi.org/10.5944/etfv.31.2019.23974

Over the last few years, several countries «turned right» through electoral
processes or with the gradual construction of organized pressure groups. With
the clear advance of political parties, parliamentary leaderships and right-wing
groups, the attempts to define conceptually, or at least define the appropriate
words to categorize this phenomenon also increase.

However, there is a circumstantial, but also heuristic problem: how to establish
a new concept (or the use of a concept that existed before) to a phenomenon as
diversified as this one? Is there, today, an «essential» substrate inscribed in political
realities of countries as diverse as USA, France, Hungary, Philippines and Brazil?

This is a core subject of the debate present in the book «Las nuevas caras de
la derecha», by the Historian Enzo Traverso. Following the debate held over the
past few years, Traverso is urged to think about the pluralities and specificities
of the category «post-fascism». Out of this debate, an issue related to concepts,
terms and categories that complement each other, like fascism, neofascism and
post-fascism arises.

Fascism has been an object of study in the fields of Historiography and Social
Sciences for decades, and remains an «open» concept, due to its multiple inter-
pretations. Besides, this diversity is the result of the multiple approaches that
coexist in the myriad of Fascism studies. Without a doubt, an interpretation more
interested in an economic point of view will dissent deeply from analysis about
the fundaments of Fascism or the social and cultural instances of its practices.

How can one show the differentiation of a category (post-fascism) based on a
concept (fascism)? For this differentiation, Enzo Traverso suggests an operation
based in two complimentary axes. The first one is the idea that a historicity (non-
normative and deterministic) of fascism, that meets also the perception of the
existence of a political nature, that, on its turn, is based in ideological principles.
This means interpreting fascism and post-fascism around more restricted
definitions, but also around the possibilities of retakes and restructuring.

Even in diversified expressions, fascisms had similarities in a few core ques-
tions, such as the notion of an «end» to History, result of the creation of a New
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Man and a new humankind, based in the understanding of a revolutionary and
national regenerative process. So, fascism was beyond a conservative agitation,
although it had also clear conservative elements in its ideological composition
and political practices.

So, if we can frame fascism as a political ideology, neofascism can easily be
interpreted as a practice (or phenomenon) defined specifically by the multiple
attempts to revival fascism. The main difference is that neofascism is inscribed in
a period posterior to the historical experience of fascism, or a «post-fascist era».

«Post-fascism» can be described as a conservative practice and, in some mo-
ments, reactionary, and without a doubt, with authoritarian temptations. Based
in a few elements brought from fascism, put together around a process of dis-
enchantment with politics. From fascism, it carries a few inspirational elements,
specifically in the creation of a political imaginary (and of its enemies).

Fascism, as a strong part of the collective memory of the XXth century, is an
inspiration, but not a revivalism. So, «post-fascism» is, for Traverso, a category
and not a concept, mainly due to its non-definitive character, that consolidates
the aspect of interregnum. This interregnum is defined by multiple issues.

First, a strong part of the radical right (specifically the European one) went
through an ideological reformulation/remodelation process, growing apart
from the fascist referential, and anchoring in post-material agenda. This «new
extreme right» advocates for, mainly, the use and defense of institutional ways
of the liberal democracies. In other words, apparently it proposes an apparent
acceptance of the rules of the game.

Besides, in specific perspectives beyond conjunctural aspects there is an
«ideological hiatus». If fascism proposed an «end of History» in its terms, the
post-fascism phenomenon is defined by the regime of historicity of presentism,
that has for main characteristic the end of a horizon of expectations. With this, we
can take in account that, to Traverso, a very important factor for the ideological
definition of fascism was specifically anticommunism.

If there is no communism as a spectre haunting the world, which alternative
can be proposed and contraposed? In that sense, there is no delimitation of a be-
coming by post-fascism. Unlike fascism in the XXth century, post-fascism doesn’t
propose a superior stage, and as such does not enunciates the ambition to mobilize
constantly the masses, but for the articulations of resentment with the multiple
«losers of globalization» (hence, in some cases, its social side).

The similarity with the fascisms between wars happens, in great part, due to the
construction of social imaginaries, anchored in identities believed unassimilable,
in a way that those social imaginaries are projected in the national identities.
France, in this case, is a paradigm not only by the ideological issues connected to
the Nouvelle Droite, but also to the problems inherent to the political, social and
cultural issues of the colonial processes.
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TRAVERSO, ENZO: LAS NUEVAS CARAS DE LA DERECHA

Enzo Traverso’s critic to the use of the term populism (and the derivation
national-populism) is particularly interesting, because of the interpretation of
populism as a «style», but also because it works with a historicity that puts the
fascisms as inspirational to post-fascism.

Anyhow, some issues are left open, such as interpret those categories and
conditions (post-fascism, national identity, political imaginary) in countries as
Philippines and Brazil, countries in which authoritarian forms of extreme right
are presently in power. The book is, then, a big invitation to the debate and the
practice of interpreting our present in the light of a recent past.
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