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Commentary to Tatiana Seijas’ review of The Atlantic World and the Manila Galleons: 
Circulation, Market, and Consumption of Asian Goods in the Spanish Empire (Leiden, 
the Netherlands: Brill, 2019. 258 pp.)

José Luis Gasch Tomas1

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5944/etfiv.34.2021.31184

Knowledge, including scientific knowledge in social sciences and humanities, is 
the result of individual and collective work. This is the reason why researchers debate 
in conferences, meetings and journals. The following text is a short commentary 
and reply to the review written by Tatiana Seijas in New West Indian Guide (94, 2020) 
about my book The Atlantic World and the Manila Galleons: Circulation, Market, and 
Consumption of Asian Goods in the Spanish Empire (Leiden, the Netherlands: Brill, 
2019. 258 pp.). I would like to thank Tatiana Seijas for taking the time to write a 
review of the book’s content.

(I) In the first lines of the review, Seijas points out that «Chapter 2 is vaguely 
about ‘Asian goods’ becoming ‘Asian commodities in the Spanish Empire’ and that 
«this chapter corroborates historical fact with piecemeal examples». As stated in 
the book, the chapter is more than this sentence, which is the title of the chapter. 
From an economic and anthropological perspective, consumptions history has been 
devoted to the mechanisms through which goods were commoditised and how 
markets were formed during the early modern and the modern period. Chapter 2 of 
the book sheds light on these mechanisms in the early modern era by using Chinese 
silk and porcelain and Japanese pieces of furniture, among other Asian goods, in 
New Spain and Castile as a case study. The chapter makes a concrete methodological 
and empirical proposal – it analyses the circulation of those goods as gifts and 
products shipped under order across family and socio-professional networks from 
Manila to Seville, which revealed Asian goods to potential consumers before there 
was a market for them, and their retailing in New Spain, which shaped such a new 
market. These are not piecemeal examples, but a case study to answer questions 
raised in consumption history.

(II) According to Seijas, «the volume of trade across the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans grew from the 1580s to the 1630s and decreased afterwards in a connected 
manner. This claim follows an outdated Eurocentric argument maintaining that 
Spain experienced an economic ‘crisis’ in the seventeenth century that shaped 
global commerce. Herbert Klein and others have repeatedly shown that there is 
no quantitative evidence for this assertion. The viceroyalties of New Spain and 
Peru enjoyed relative economic stability throughout the period in question». The 
reviewer is correct. In fact, readers can find (pages 76 to 80 of the book) a full expla-
nation of exactly what Seijas states, although she seemingly overlooks it. Readers 
can find in the book a critique to the mentioned Eurocentric argument based upon 
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the well-known contributions by Herbert S. Klein and others. In the mentioned 
pages, the book criticises the idea of Castile’s crisis in its European context (p. 76); it 
emphasises that many authors have pointed out that the seventeenth-century crisis 
in the Americas was neither a crisis nor a moment of stagnation but rather a period 
of economic change, while others have stressed that there was economic growth in 
colonial America during the seventeenth century (p. 77); and it explains that the fall 
of transatlantic trade in reality was not such, but «that seeming crisis of trade (was) 
rather a reflection of the growing participation in the Spanish American trade of 
traders from northwestern and other European countries», because «although tax 
collection records of seventeenth-century Spanish institutions indicate a decline in 
Atlantic trade, in reality this was a diversion of such trade toward northern Europe» 
(p. 78). The apparent decline of the trans-Pacific trade is interpreted in these same 
terms (p. 80). Readers will find that references to this interpretation are based on 
contributions by Ruggiero Romano, Herbert S. Klein (and John TePaske), Michel 
Morineau, Bartolomé Yun-Casalilla, I. A. A. Thompson and José M. Oliva Melgar, 
among others, including the most recent contributions of Jeremy Baskes, Regina 
Grafe and Alejandra Irigoin.

(III) «The ‘Atlantic World’ of this book has no Caribbean, and its capital is Seville». 
Seijas is correct. The book barely focuses on the Caribbean, its importance in historical 
processes such as trade slave, slavery and plantation economy, among other topics 
of the Atlantic World, notwithstanding. The Atlantic World and the Manila Galleons 
does not deal with the Caribbean because given the limits of any research entailing 
sources in different parts of the world, research decisions had to be made according 
to methodological criteria; see the introduction of the book for methodology. 

Asian products circulated across merchant and family networks whose main hubs 
were Manila, Acapulco, Mexico City, Puebla, Veracruz and Seville. In fact, if I had had 
the time and chance to include any other area, Lima would have had more priority 
than the Caribbean because of the significance of Peruvian traders in the Manila 
galleons trade – via contraband – and the role of silver from the mines of Potosí in 
financing transpacific trade.

«Its capital is Seville» (sic). The book does not intend to establish any Atlantic 
capital; on the contrary, it stresses the Atlantic World as a polycentric arena with many 
centres connected to other parts of the globe. Seville, alongside Manila in southeast 
Asia, Mexico City between the Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans, and Veracruz on 
the Atlantic Ocean, played a role in the transmission of Chinese silk and porcelain, 
Japanese pieces of furniture and other Asian goods to Castile because of a crucial 
reason – Seville had the monopoly of transatlantic trade on the Iberian side of the 
Spanish empire. It goes without saying that Seville was one of the most important 
entrepôts of the Atlantic World, alongside other cities such as Lisbon, London, 
Antwerp, Amsterdam, Havana, Portobelo and Veracruz, during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries.

(IV) «The workings of the Manila Galleon are vague». Readers can evaluate whether, 
despite the lack of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century primary sources about the 
Manila Galleon, this statement is accurate after reading the parts of the book devoted 
to the role of New Spanish merchants in the trade and commoditisation of Asian 
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manufactured goods (chapter 2); the transformation of the Manila’s colonial economy 
from commercial agriculture to the Manila Galleon – international trade – followed 
by the struggles among the colonial elites of Manila (chapter 3); and, especially, the 
mechanisms that traders used to manage the Manilla Galleon trade, which I study 
using commercial letters of Mexican merchants and their agents in Manila, and its 
impact on the imperial power games resulting in institutional changes in New Spain 
(chapter 4).

(V) «Scholars not cited in the book such as Elizabeth Lehfeldt and Meha Priyadarshini 
have published on the topic of consumption and self-fashioning in more fruitful 
ways». Scholars dealing with similar topics are a common and wonderful source 
of scientific enrichment. Unfortunately, I did not come across Elizabeth Lehfeldt’s 
and Meha Priyadarshini’s work on Chinese porcelain – the latter was published at 
the same time as The Atlantic World and the Manila Galleons. Priyadarshini’s work is 
excellent, and it presents differences with mine. Whereas her work focuses on the 
production of Chinese porcelain and its material culture in New Spain, The Atlantic 
World and the Manila Galleons comparatively embraces the impact of several Asian 
goods in New Spain and Castile. She does not raise the same questions as my book 
but focuses on a single product – porcelain. Her approach is more based on material 
culture, and she does not deal with issues related to the formation of markets and 
the political economy of the Spanish empire. In other words, both researchers deal 
with different issues and share some common topics. We are not the only ones. Other 
scholars have also recently written in a very prolific way about the Manila galleons, 
Asian material culture and its role in culturally shaping identities in New Spain – and 
Castile – such as María Bonta de la Pezuela, Gustavo Curiel, Teresa Canepa and Cinta 
Krahe, among others. The Manila Galleon is a productive field that many researchers 
are dealing with, to shed light on issues related to international trade, consumption, 
material culture, the political economy of empires, globalisation, colonial societies and 
the history of science and technology. Fortunately, this reality is not a competition 
about being «fruitful», but ongoing science.





SERIE IV HISTORIA MODERNA
REVISTA DE LA FACULTAD DE GEOGRAFÍA E HISTORIA

ESPACIO, 
TIEMPO 
Y FORMASERIE IV HISTORIA MODERNA

REVISTA DE LA FACULTAD DE GEOGRAFÍA E HISTORIA

AÑO 2021
ISSN: 1131-768X
E-ISSN 2340-1400

34

Monográfico · Special Issue: La política ultramarina de las monarquías 
ibéricas (circa 1700-1750): una historia de fracasos y éxitos relativos 
The Overseas Policy of the Iberian Monarchies (Circa 1700-1750):  
A History of Failures and Relative Successes

15  Roberto Quirós Rosado y Maria Fernanda Bicalho 
La política ultramarina de las monarquías ibéricas (circa 1700-1750): una 

historia de fracasos y éxitos relativos / The Overseas Policy of the Iberian Monarchies 
(Circa 1700-1750): A History of Failures and Relative Successes

21  Guillaume Hanotin   
Defender negocios en tiempo de convulsión política: las elites mercantiles 

francesas durante la guerra de Sucesión española / Protecting Business in Time of 
Crisis: French Trademen during the War of Spanish Succession

47  Maria Fernanda Bicalho   
Sobre este modo de resolver e despachar os negócios. El declive del Conselho 

Ultramarino y el auge de los secretarios de Estado en Portugal durante la primera 
mitad del siglo XVIII / Sobre este modo de resolver e despachar os negócios. The 
decline of the Overseas Council and the Rise of the Secretaries of State in Portugal 
during the First Half of the 18th Century

69  Valentina Favarò   
El fracaso de los proyectos de reforma en el virreinato peruano de principios 

del siglo XVIII. Las propuestas de Carmine Nicola Caracciolo, príncipe de Santobuono 
/ The failure of Reform Projects in the Peruvian Viceroyalty at the Beginning of 
the Eighteenth Century. The Proposals of Carmine Nicola Caracciolo, Prince of 
Santobuono

87  Roberto Quirós Rosado   
Ecos de un mercantilismo truncado. El conde de Pinos Puente y la 

diplomacia comercial de Carlos VI en la corte de Lisboa (1723-1724) / Echoes of a 
Failed Mercantilism. The Count of Pinos Puente and the Commercial Diplomacy of 
Charles VI at the Court Of Lisbon (1723-1724)

109  Junia Ferreira Furtado   
 Portuguese America under Foreign Threat and the Creation of the 

Concept of uti possidetis in the First Half of the 18th Century / La américa 
portuguesa bajo la amenaza exterior y la creación del concepto de uti possidetis 
en la primera mitad del siglo XVIII

Miscelánea · Miscellany

145  José Antonio Mateos Royo   
 Política comercial y circulación monetaria en Aragón: conflictos y acuerdos 

con Cataluña / Trade Policy and Monetary Circulation in Aragon: Conflicts and 
Agreements with Catalonia (1535-1565)

171 Fernando Altoé   
 Del manuscrito a la impresión: Un estudio de la trayectoria de dos 

panegíricos atribuidos a João de Barros / From Manuscript to Print: A Study of 
the Trajectory of Two Panegyrics Attributed to João de Barros

207 Francisco Velasco Hernández   
 La influencia del corso berberisco en la tardía repoblación del área litoral del 

reino de Murcia (siglos XVI y XVII) / The Influence of the Berber Corsican on the Late 
Repopulation on the Coastal Area on the Kingdom of Murcia (XVI and XVII Centuries)

233  José Antonio Martínez Martínez   
 Criados, jornaleros y esclavos al servicio de la familia: la servidumbre de 

los Muñoz de Otálora en el siglo XVII / Servants, Day Laborers and Slaves: The 
Serfdom of the Muñoz de Otálora in the 17th Century

261 Víctor Daniel Regalado González-Serna   
 «No ay portugués bueno». Acusaciones en contra del prebendado Alonso 

Benito de Medina a raíz de su ingreso en el cabildo catedral de Sevilla en 1669 / 
«Not a Single Good Portuguese». Accusations against Priest Alonso Benito de 
Medina when Entering the Cathedral Chapter of Seville in 1669

283  José Herrera Reviriego   
 «Solo el tiempo nos las declarará a todos»: el papel de Taiwán dentro del 

organigrama comercial y militar de la Gobernación de Filipinas durante la primera 
mitad del siglo XVII / «Only Time will Tell us»: The Role of Taiwan within the 
Commercial and Military Organization of the Philippine’s Governoration during 
the First Half of the Seventeenth Century

315 Manuel-Reyes García Hurtado   
 Vicisitudes de las compañías de rescate de las naves hundidas en la batalla 

de Rande, 1719-1733 / Vicissitudes of the Rescue Companies of the Sunken Ships 
in the Battle of Rande, 1719-1733

341 Marcos de Miguel Muñoz   
 La asonada de Jerez de los Caballeros en 1769 / The Riot of Jerez de los 

Caballeros in 1769



SERIE IV HISTORIA MODERNA
REVISTA DE LA FACULTAD DE GEOGRAFÍA E HISTORIA

ESPACIO, 
TIEMPO 
Y FORMA

AÑO 2021
ISSN: 1131-768X
E-ISSN 2340-1400

34

365  Javier Tinoco Domínguez   
 Tensiones sociopolíticas en el marco del catastro de Ense-

nada en Jerez de la Frontera: estudio de un conflicto institucional / 
Socio-Political Tensions within the Framework of Cadastre of Ense-
nada In Jerez de la Frontera: A Studying of an Institucional Conflict

389 Pablo Fernández Albaladejo   
 Fábulas de origen y gramática de nación en la España 

del siglo XVIII. A propósito de algunos trabajos de Francisco Mar-
tínez Marina / Origin’s Fables and Grammar of Nation in the XVIII 
Century Spain. About some Works by Francisco Martínez Marina

413  José María Iñurritegui Rodríguez   
 Constitución increada: Francisco Martínez Marina y la 

crítica bíblica / Uncreated Constitution. Francisco Martínez Marina 
and Biblical Criticism

437 David A. Abián Cubillo   
 Tiempos de crisis, tiempos de proyectos: el proyectismo 

español en la crisis del ejército del Antiguo Régimen / Times of 
crisis, Times of Projects: The Spanish proyectismo during the Army’s 
Crisis in the Ancient Regime

Taller de historiografía · Historiography Workshop

Ensayos · Essays

463 Christoph Rosenmüller   
 «Tan peligrosas y feas conspiraciones»: la relación escrita 

por el embajador austriaco Christoph Migazzi en 1754 sobre la caída 
del marqués de la Ensenada / «Dangerous and Ugly Conspiracies». 
The Report of the Austrian Ambassador Christoph Migazzi on the 
Fall of the Marquis of la Ensenada in 1754

493 Serge Gruzinski   
 Quelle histoire enseigner en 2021  ? / ¿Qué historia 

enseñar en 2021?

499 Carlos Amate Pizarro   
 Las relaciones hispano-chinas en el siglo XVI: síntesis 

e interpretación a la luz de la reciente historiografía / The 
Hispanic-chinese Relationship in the XVI Century: Synthesis and 
Interpretation in the Light of Recent Historiography

Reseñas · Book Review

521 Bolufer Peruga, Mónica, Arte y artificio de la vida en  
 común. Los modelos de comportamiento y sus tensiones en 

el Siglo de las Luces, (Julio Arroyo Vozmediano)



SERIE IV HISTORIA MODERNA
REVISTA DE LA FACULTAD DE GEOGRAFÍA E HISTORIA

ESPACIO, 
TIEMPO 
Y FORMA

AÑO 2021
ISSN: 1131-768X
E-ISSN 2340-1400

34

525 Melón, Amando, Alejandro de Humboldt. Vida y obra   
 (Carlos Martínez Shaw)

529 Commentary to Tatiana Seijas’ review of The Atlantic 
World and the Manila Galleons: Circulation, Market, and Con-

sumption of Asian Goods in the Spanish Empire (José Luis Gasch Tomas)

533 Braguier, Laurey, Servantes de dieu. Les beatas de la  
 Couronne de Castille (1450-1600) (Manuela Águeda 

García-Garrido)

539 Romeo, María Cruz; Salomón, María Pilar; Tabanera,  
 Nuria (eds.): Católicos, Reaccionarios y Nacionalistas. 

Política e identidad nacional en Europa y América Latina 
Contemporáneas (Javier M. Dos Santos)

543 Heredia López, Alfonso Jesús, El control de la corrupción  
 en la Monarquía Hispánica. La Casa de la Contratación 

(1642-1660) (José Manuel Díaz Blanco)

547 Andújar Castillo, Francisco, El Atila de Madrid. La  
 forja de un banquero en la crisis de la monarquía (1685-1715) 

(Aitor Díaz Paredes)

551 Serrano Aviles, Javier y Mojarro, Jorge (eds.) Prada  
Gonzalez, María (coord. de ilustraciones), En el archipiélago 

de la Especiería. España y Molucas en los siglos XVI y XVII (Íñigo 
Valpuesta Villa)

555 Díaz Ceballos, Jorge, Poder compartido. Repúblicas 
urbanas, Monarquía y conversación en Castilla del Oro, 

1508-1573 (Juan Sebastián Gómez González)

561 Edelmayer, Friedrich, Massimiliano II, Filippo II  
 l´Italia imperiale. Il marchesato di Finale, i diritti imperiali e 

il «camino spagnolo» (Rafael Valladares)

565 Escribano-Páez, José M., Juan Rena and the Frontiers 
of Spanish Empire, 1500-1540 (David Martín Marcos)

569 Arnold,  David, La Era de los Descubrimientos (1400-1600),  
 Madrid, Alianza Editorial, 2021, 184 pp., ISBN: 978-84-

1362-172-2 (Carlos Amate Pizarro)




