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Abstract
Many modern Christian understandings of salvation spiritualize and personalize
salvation. Salvation is what makes it possible for an individual soul to spend
eternity in heaven. Jewish and Christian notions of salvation are richer and more
complicated, and include an understanding of salvation as emancipation from
powers and principalities. To be saved is to be adopted by the rightful ruler of the
XQLYHUVHDQGOLEHUDWHGIURPVHUYLWXGHWRDOORWKHUIDOVHUXOHUV,EULHÁ\RXWOLQHWKH
VLJQLÀFDQFHRIWKH([RGXVDQG&KULVWLDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRIWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGIRU
three of the major emancipation movements in the history of the United States, and
arguably the world, namely the American Revolution, the abolitionist movement,
and the Civil Rights movement.
Keywords: 6DOYDWLRQ (PDQFLSDWLRQ $EROLWLRQ &LYLO 5LJKWV $PHULFDQ
Revolution.

Resumen
0XFKDV LQWHUSUHWDFLRQHV PRGHUQDV GH OD VDOYDFLyQ WUDVÀJXUDQ \ SHUVRQDOL]DQ OD
salvación. La estancia eterna de un alma en el cielo es posible por medio de la
salvación. Las ideas judías y cristianas son más profundas y complicadas e incluyen
una idea de la salvación como una emancipación de “poderes y principios.” La
salvación llega después de una adaptación por el dirigente legítimo del universo y
XQDOLEHUDFLyQGHODHVFODYLWXGDRWURVGLULJHQWHVIDOVRV<RUHVXPRHOVLJQLÀFDGRGHO
e[RGR\ODVLQWHUSUHWDFLRQHVFULVWLDQDVGHOUHLQRGH'LRVHQWUHVGHORVPRYLPLHQWRV
PiVLPSRUWDQWHVGHODHPDQFLSDFLyQHQODKLVWRULDGHORV(VWDGRV8QLGRV\KDVWD
se podría decir del mundo: la Revolución Americana, la campaña abolicionista y el
movimiento por los derechos civiles.
Palabras clave: 6DOYDFLyQ (PDQFLSDFLyQ $EROLFLyQ 'HUHFKRV FLYLOHV
Revolución Americana.
Para citar este artículo: Ward, James W. (2014). The Moral Arc of the Universe:
6DOYDWLRQ DV (PDQFLSDWLRQ Revista de Humanidades, n. 23, p. 117-136. ISSN
1130-5029.
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6DOYDWLRQDV(PDQFLSDWLRQ$5HH[DPLQDWLRQRI-HVXV&RQFOXVLRQ6DOYDWLRQDV
(PDQFLSDWLRQ$UH\RXVDYHG"+DYH\RXEHHQVDYHG"%LEOLRJUDSK\

1. THOUGHTS ON EMANCIPATION
“In France,” wrote Alexis de Tocqueville in 1835, “the spirit of religion and the
spirit of freedom” marched “in opposite directions,” while in America “they were
intimately united” (Fox, 2004: 160).

One of the great tensions of the Enlightenment was the tension between secular
and religious authority and the relationship of both to individual liberty. This tension
can be seen in the social and moral theory of the Enlightenment. The long years of
religious wars that followed the Protestant Reformation helped fuel calls for religious
tolerance and separation of church and state. Religious authority, in both its political
form as a state church, and its use to posit and evaluate truth claims, was increasingly
suspect among the intelligentsia of the enlightenment.
The emancipation project of the Enlightenment can be seen as a continuation of
the emancipation project begun by the Reformation. Though the Reformers sought
freedom from Rome, the Enlightenment emancipation project would lead to efforts
to be free of a state church altogether. Thus some are understandably wary of bringing
religion into a conversation about emancipation.
Why bring a discussion of religion into a discussion of freedom movements? Is
there not a real danger in understanding religious identity as more than personal, but
as social and political? Is there not a real danger in understanding the impetus of the
quest for freedom from oppressive social or political institutions as religious?
This Enlightenment tension can be clearly seen in the thought of one of the most
LQÀXHQWLDO SKLORVRSKHUV IRU PRGHUQ HPDQFLSDWLRQ PRYHPHQWV -RKQ /RFNH 
 ,QKLV³$/HWWHU&RQFHUQLQJ7ROHUDWLRQ´ZULWWHQLQ/RFNHDUJXHGIRUD
separation of church of state, and tolerance of religious differences, but also argued
that religious identities that involved political allegiances, as he believed Roman
&DWKROLFLGHQWLW\GLGFRXOGQRWEHWROHUDWHG/RFNHDOVRDUJXHGWKDWDWKHLVPFRXOG
not be tolerated as an atheist’s rejection of God was a rejection of the foundation of
PRUDOLW\ 0LOWRQDQG0LOWRQ 
/RFNH¶VRSSRVLWLRQWRDXWKRULWDULDQLVPLQERWKSROLWLFDODQGUHOLJLRXVIRUPV
and his emphasis on natural human rights and social contract as the only legitimate
EDVLVRIJRYHUQPHQWVWURQJO\LQÀXHQFHGWKHVKDSLQJGRFXPHQWVRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
WKH'HFODUDWLRQRI,QGHSHQGHQFHDQGWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ7KHVHLQWXUQKDYHVWURQJO\
LQÀXHQFHG PRGHUQ HPDQFLSDWLRQ PRYHPHQWV<HW LW LV GLI¿FXOW WR PDNH VHQVH RI
/RFNH¶V XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI QDWXUDO KXPDQ ULJKWV ZLWKRXW DQ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI KRZ
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/RFNHVDZWKHVHLQWKHFRQWH[WRIRXUEHLQJ*RG¶VFUHDWXUHVRSHUDWLQJLQWKHFRQWH[W
of a natural moral law.
:HFDQVHHDVLPLODUOLQHRIDUJXPHQWLQWKHZRUNRI-DPHV0DGLVRQDUJXDEO\
RQHRIWKHPRVWSHUVLVWHQWDQGPRVWLQÀXHQWLDORIWKHIRXQGHUVLQFUHDWLQJWKHSROLWLFDO
DQGOHJDOIUDPHZRUNIRUGLVHVWDEOLVKPHQWLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV0DGLVRQDUJXHGIRU
disestablishment to protect freedom of conscience and our freedom to act on our
duty toward our creator. He considered this religious duty a duty with precedence
over our civil duty as can be seen in the following quote from Madison: “Before
any man can be considered as a member of civil society, he must be considered as a
VXEMHFWRIWKH*RYHUQRURIWKH8QLYHUVH´ :LOOV 
On a philosophical level, this tension may be seen even more strongly in the
WKRXJKWRIWKH*HUPDQSKLORVRSKHU,PPDQXHO.DQW  )RU.DQWKXPDQ
freedom was the basis of morality and of the dignity and respect all deserve. In his
OLIHWLPH.DQWDOVRUHFHLYHGWKHQLFNQDPHWKH³$OOHV]HUPDOPHU´IRUKLVUHIXWDWLRQV
RIWKHFODVVLFDOPHWDSK\VLFDODUJXPHQWVIRUWKHH[LVWHQFHRI*RG .QJ 
Kant argued that the rational human being, free from external authority, cannot, on
grounds of reason alone or rational examination of empirical evidence, prove the
existence of God.
It would seem that Kant should have argued for a purely secular account of
KXPDQ IUHHGRP  ,QVWHDG .DQW DUJXHG WKDW WR PDNH VHQVH RI PRUDOLW\ ZH KDG WR
posit the existence of God, human freedom, and a life after death, though we could
QRW SURYH WKHP .QJ    ,Q After Virtue, Alisdaire MacIntyre argued
that Kant was essentially correct, that “morality did in the eighteenth century, as
DPDWWHURIKLVWRULFDOIDFWSUHVXSSRVHVRPHWKLQJYHU\OLNHWKHWHOHRORJLFDOVFKHPH
RI*RGIUHHGRPDQGKDSSLQHVVDVWKH¿QDOFURZQRIYLUWXHZKLFK.DQWSURSRXQGV´
0DF,QW\UH 
Kant was led to this conclusion as he wrestled with one of the perennial human
questions—what is the relationship between doing good and being happy? He argued
that
,IQRVWDWHRIZHOOEHLQJIROORZVKLVZHOOGRLQJWKHQWKHUHZRXOGEHDFRQWUDGLFWLRQ
EHWZHHQPRUDOLW\DQGWKHFRXUVHRIQDWXUH:K\VKRXOG,PDNHP\VHOIZRUWK\
of happiness through morality if there is no being who can give me this happiness?
Hence without God I would have to be either a visionary or a scoundrel. I would
have to deny my own nature and its eternal moral laws. I would have to cease being
DUDWLRQDOPDQ .DQW 

We can hear in Kant’s words an anticipation of the abolitionist Theodore
3DUNHU¶V  ODQJXDJHRIDPRUDODUFWRWKHXQLYHUVH0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ
-UZRXOGGUDZRQWKLVODQJXDJHLQKLVRZQVSHHFKHVLQIDYRURIFLYLOULJKWV:K\
is the notion of a moral arc relevant? Among other reasons, it is relevant because it
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addresses the profound question named by Kant. Why should we do what is good
RUULJKWLIGRLQJVRULVNVRXURZQLQGLYLGXDOKDSSLQHVV")RUWKRVHLQWKH$PHULFDQ
5HYROXWLRQWKH$EROLWLRQLVWPRYHPHQWDQGWKRVHLQWKH&LYLO5LJKWVPRYHPHQWWKLV
was not just an academic question.
.DQW¶V UHVROXWLRQ WR WKLV SUREOHP ZDV VLPLODU WR /RFNH¶V ZKR DOVR ZUHVWOHG
with the question of the relationship of human freedom, a binding moral law, and
KXPDQKDSSLQHVV)RUERWK.DQWDQG/RFNHWKLVOHGWRTXHVWLRQVDERXWWKHQDWXUH
RI*RGDQGRXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RG,QWUDGLWLRQDO-HZLVKDQG&KULVWLDQWKRXJKW
questions about the ways in which God shapes the relationship between human
happiness, human morality, and human freedom, lead us, inevitably, to questions of
the nature of salvation.
,Q ZKDW IROORZV , ZLOO H[SORUH WKH ZD\V LQ ZKLFK -HZLVK DQG &KULVWLDQ
understandings of salvation propelled three modern emancipation movements, the
$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQWKHDEROLWLRQLVWPRYHPHQWDQGWKH&LYLO5LJKWV0RYHPHQW
I will focus on two profoundly shaping visions—that of the Exodus event and the
&KULVWLDQ YLVLRQ RI WKH NLQJGRP RI *RG , ZLOO VKRZ WKDW RQH FDQQRW PDNH VHQVH
of the energy that led to, and sustained, the American Revolution, the abolitionist
PRYHPHQW RU WKH &LYLO 5LJKWV 0RYHPHQW ZLWKRXW DQ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH ZD\V
in which these movements were sustained by a religious imagination profoundly
LQÀXHQFHGE\WKHVHVKDSLQJYLVLRQV

1.1. Salvation as Emancipation
In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice,
I have heard many ministers say: ‘Those are social issues, with which the gospel
has no real concern.’ And I have watched many churches commit themselves to a
FRPSOHWHO\RWKHUZRUOGO\UHOLJLRQZKLFKPDNHVDVWUDQJHXQ%LEOLFDOGLVWLQFWLRQ
EHWZHHQERG\DQGVRXOEHWZHHQWKHVDFUHGDQGWKHVHFXODU .LQJ 

7KHUH DUH PDQ\ WRGD\ ZKR OLNH 0DUWLQ /XWKHU .LQJ -U¶V FULWLFV ¿QG
connections of salvation to emancipation troubling. However, when we examine the
ways in which salvation is referenced in the Bible and the ways in which those
references were used in emancipation struggles such as the American Revolution,
WKH $EROLWLRQLVW 0RYHPHQW DQG WKH &LYLO 5LJKWV 0RYHPHQW LW LV FOHDU WKDW RXU
FXOWXUDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJV RI HPDQFLSDWLRQ KDYH EHHQ VWURQJO\ LQÀXHQFHG E\ -HZLVK
DQG&KULVWLDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRIVDOYDWLRQ
:K\GRZH¿QGWKLVFRQQHFWLRQEHWZHHQVDOYDWLRQDQGHPDQFLSDWLRQWURXEOLQJ"
One answer to this question has already been hinted at in words of Tocqueville.
)RUVRPHUHOLJLRQHVSHFLDOO\RUJDQL]HGDQGLQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HGRQWKHOHYHORIDVWDWH
FKXUFKLVRSSUHVVLYHUDWKHUWKDQOLEHUDWLQJ:HVHHWKLVLQWKHZRUNRI0DGLVRQWR
insure that there would be no establishment of a state church.
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:HDOVR¿QGLWWURXEOLQJIRUWKHUHDVRQVRXWOLQHGE\0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-U
We could argue that our common modern cultural understanding of salvation in
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVKDVEHHQVWURQJO\LQÀXHQFHGE\DQHYDQJHOLFDO&KULVWLDQLW\WKDW
HPSKDVL]HVWKHSHUVRQDOQDWXUHRIVDOYDWLRQ6DOYDWLRQLQWKLVWUDGLWLRQLVFRPPRQO\
understood, and depicted, as personal, moral, spiritual, and other worldly. Are
\RX VDYHG" 7R WKRVH DVNLQJ WKH TXHVWLRQ LQ WKLV ZD\ VDOYDWLRQ OLHV LQ D SHUVRQDO
UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK -HVXV &KULVW D UHODWLRQVKLS WKDW VDYHV XV IURP WKH ZDJHV RI VLQ
and death, and guarantees our personal salvation, freedom from Hell, and eternity
in paradise.
,I-HVXVWUXO\RIIHUHGDVDOYDWLRQWKDWZDVHWHUQDOOLIHLQDNLQJGRPQRWRIWKLV
HDUWKLWLVGLI¿FXOWWRXQGHUVWDQGZK\-HVXVZDVFUXFL¿HG7RXQGHUVWDQGWKHWKUHDW
-HVXVSRVHGWR-HZLVKDQG5RPDQDXWKRULWLHVZHKDYHWRH[DPLQHWKHWHDFKLQJVDQG
DFWLRQVRI-HVXVDQGWKHZD\VLQZKLFKWKHVHWHDFKLQJVDQGDFWLRQVUHVRQDWHGZLWK
-HZLVKXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIVDOYDWLRQDQGRIWKH0HVVLDK:KHQZHGRVRZHZLOOVHHDV
0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-UDUJXHGWKDWPRGHUQVHSDUDWLRQVRIUHOLJLRXVSROLWLFDOVRFLDO
DQGLQGLYLGXDOLGHQWLW\PDNHOLWWOHVHQVH8QGHUVWDQGLQJVRIVDOYDWLRQDVSHUVRQDO
PRUDODQGVSLULWXDOFDQFHUWDLQO\EHIRXQGLQWKH&KULVWLDQ1HZ7HVWDPHQWEXWDQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI VDOYDWLRQ DV VROHO\ SHUVRQDO PRUDO DQG VSLULWXDO LV LQVXI¿FLHQW
JLYHQWKHUDQJHRIWKHXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRIVDOYDWLRQIRXQGDPRQJLQWKH-XGDLVPRI
-HVXV¶ GD\ RU DPRQJ HDUO\ &KULVWLDQV ,Q DGGLWLRQ VXFK DQ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ IDLOV WR
H[SODLQWKHXVHRI-HZLVKDQG&KULVWLDQUHOLJLRXVODQJXDJHDQGUHOLJLRXVV\PEROVLQ
social and political liberation movements here and around the world.
As the Exodus event is the most obvious example of a salvation that was
religious, political, and social, I will begin with an examination of the Exodus event
DQGLWVLQÀXHQFHRQWKH$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQWKH$EROLWLRQLVWPRYHPHQWDQGWKH
&LYLO5LJKWVPRYHPHQW

1.2 The Exodus
When Israel was in Egypt land...
/HW0\3HRSOH*R
Oppressed so hard they could not stand,
/HW0\3HRSOH*R
³7KXVVDLWKWKH/RUG´EROG0RVHVVDLG
/HWP\SHRSOHJR
,IQRW,¶OOVPLWH\RXU¿UVWERUQGHDG
/HWP\SHRSOHJR
Go down, Moses,
Way down in Egypt land,
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Tell ole Pharoah,
/HW0\3HRSOH*R¶
*R'RZQ0RVHV -RQHV 

7KHVWRU\RIWKH([RGXVLVWKHWKHPHRIWKHVSLULWXDO*R'RZQ0RVHV<+:+
the God of the people of Israel, through the prophet Moses, freed the Israelites from
ERQGDJHLQ(J\SW$IWHUWHQGHYDVWDWLQJSODJXHV3KDUDRK¿QDOO\VXPPRQHG0RVHV
and his brother Aaron. He then summoned Moses and Aaron in the middle of the
QLJKWDQGVDLG³5LVH8SJRDZD\IURPP\SHRSOHERWK\RXDQGWKH,VUDHOLWHV*R
ZRUVKLSWKH/RUGDV\RXVDLG´ ([RGXV1HZ5HYLVHG6WDQGDUG9HUVLRQ 
After the Israelites began their migration from Egypt, Pharaoh changed his mind,
and sent his chariots after the people. Pursued by Pharaoh’s chariots, and trapped
E\ WKH 5HG 6HD WKH ,VUDHOLWHV IHDUHG IRU WKHLU OLYHV *RG SDUWHG WKH 5HG 6HDDQG
provided the Israelites passage out of Egypt and safety from the chariots of Pharaoh.
%XW0RVHVVDLGWRWKHSHRSOH³'RQRWEHDIUDLGVWDQG¿UPDQGVHHWKHGHOLYHUDQFH
WKDWWKH/RUGZLOODFFRPSOLVKIRU\RXWRGD\IRUWKH(J\SWLDQVZKRP\RXVHHWRGD\
\RXVKDOOQHYHUVHHDJDLQ7KH/RUGZLOO¿JKWIRU\RXDQG\RXKDYHRQO\WRNHHS
still” (Exodus 14:13).

The Hebrew word translated in this passage as deliverance, could also be
translated as salvation, often is translated as salvation, and is translated as salvation
LQ D ODWHU SDVVDJH ZKLFK UHIHUV WR WKLV SDVVDJH ³7KH /RUG LV P\ VWUHQJWKDQG P\
PLJKW DQG KH KDV EHFRPH P\ VDOYDWLRQ WKLV LV P\ *RG DQG , ZLOO SUDLVH KLP´
(Exodus 15:2).
When the children of Israel had crossed, the water crashed in on the chariots
RI3KDUDRK7KLVLVUHIHUHQFHGLQRQHRIWKHROGHVWSDVVDJHVRIWKH-HZLVK7D1D.K
WKH 6RQJ RI 0LULDP WKH VLVWHU RI 0RVHV RQH RI WKH WHQ VRQJV RI UHGHPSWLRQ LQ
-HZLVKWUDGLWLRQ %DQGVWUD ³,ZLOOVLQJWRWKH/RUGIRUKHKDVWULXPSKHG
JORULRXVO\KRUVHDQGGULYHUKHKDVWKURZQLQWRWKHVHD´ ([RGXV 

1.3. Salvation and the Messiah
In Hebrew, the word we translate as “messiah” is a reference to one anointed by
*RG,WZDVW\SLFDOO\XVHGWRUHIHUWRNLQJVDQGZDVDOVRIRXQGLQUHIHUHQFHVWRKLJK
SULHVWV7KH%RRNRI,VDLDKUHIHUVWRWKH3HUVLDQ.LQJ&\UXVE\QDPHGHVFULELQJKLP
as God’s shepherd and God’s anointed for his role in ending the Babylonian exile
DQGUHVWRULQJWKH7HPSOHLQ-HUXVDOHP,Q-HZLVKWUDGLWLRQWKH0HVVLDKZRXOGFRPH
to be understood as an agent of God through whom God would initiate the Messianic
age, an age of peace, justice, and righteousness. In short, the salvation of this age
is not just an individual reality but also a social and a political reality. This is seen
FOHDUO\LQWKHGHVFULSWLRQRI&\UXVDVD³PHVVLDK´
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%\ WKH WLPH RI -HVXV WKHUH ZHUH D QXPEHU RI PHVVLDQLF H[SHFWDWLRQV 6RPH
ORRNHGIRUWKHUHWXUQRIDPLJKW\SURSKHWVXFKDV0RVHVRU(OLMDKWROHDGDQGUHQHZ
WKHSHRSOH6RPHORRNHGIRUWKHUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKHWKURQHRI'DYLG6RPHORRNHGIRU
DSULHVWO\¿JXUHWRUHQHZWKH7HPSOHRI*RG6RPHORRNHGQRWIRUDQLQGLYLGXDO
but a transformation of the people of Israel in such a way that that the people of
*RG PLJKW EH *RG¶V DQRLQWHG 6RPH ORRNHG IRU UHFRJQLWLRQ E\ DOO WKH QDWLRQV RI
-HUXVDOHPDVWKHFLW\RI*RGDQGWKH7HPSOHDV*RG¶V7HPSOH6RPHORRNHGIRUD
YLQGLFDWLRQRIWKHIDLWKIXORI*RG,QWKLVYLQGLFDWLRQDOOWKHQDWLRQVZRXOGUHFRJQL]H
WKHDXWKRULW\RI*RGDQGWKHIDLWKIXOVHUYDQWVRI*RG6RPHORRNHGIRUDQHQGWRWKH
GLDVSRUDRIWKH-HZLVKSHRSOH7KHUHZHUHJHQHUDOH[SHFWDWLRQVWKDWWKHPHVVLDQLF
age would be an age of peace and righteousness.
,QWKH*RVSHORI/XNH-HVXVUHDGVIURPWKHVFUROORI,VDLDK+LVZRUGVDUHD
reference to the end of the Babylonian exile as described by Isaiah.
:KHQKHFDPHWR1D]DUHWKZKHUHKHKDGEHHQEURXJKWXSKHZHQWWRWKHV\QDJRJXH
RQWKH6DEEDWKGD\DVZDVKLVFXVWRP+HVWRRGXSWRUHDGDQGWKHVFUROORIWKH
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where
it was written:
µ7KH6SLULWRIWKH/RUGLVXSRQPHEHFDXVHKHKDVDQRLQWHGPHWREULQJJRRG
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the
/RUG¶VIDYRU¶
$QGKHUROOHGXSWKHVFUROOJDYHLWEDFNWRWKHDWWHQGDQWDQGVDWGRZQ7KHH\HVRI
DOOLQWKHV\QDJRJXHZHUH¿[HGXSRQKLP7KHQKHEHJDQWRVD\WRWKHPµ7RGD\
WKLVVFULSWXUHKDVEHHQIXO¿OOHGLQ\RXUKHDULQJ¶ /XNH 

$VGHVFULEHGKHUHWKH\HDURIWKH/RUG¶VIDYRULVQRWMXVWDSHUVRQDOVSLULWXDO
UHDOLW\,WLVDOVRDVRFLDODQGDSROLWLFDOUHDOLW\6DOYDWLRQLVHPDQFLSDWLRQ

2. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
The Exodus event was inspirational to Pilgrims and Puritans and was called
XSRQWRLQVSLUHWKH$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQ3LOJULPVDQG3XULWDQVVDZWKH1HZ:RUOG
DVD3URPLVHG/DQGLQZKLFKWKH\FRXOGPDNHWKHLUFRYHQDQWZLWK*RG7KH$PHULFDQ
Revolution was preceded by revivals and conversions across the colonies in the 1740s
%HOODK 7KRVHZDQWLQJWRLQVSLUHWKH$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQFRXOGGHVFULEH
King George III as a Pharaoh. In even stronger rhetoric, some described him as the
$QWLFKULVW %HOODK )RUKLVUROHLQKHOSLQJWROLEHUDWHWKHFRORQLHVIURP
Britain and establish a new social, legal, and political order, George Washington was
considered America’s Moses.
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7KH¿UVWERRNSXEOLVKHGRQDQDFDGHPLFSULQWLQJSUHVVLQWKHFRORQLHVZDVWKH
%LEOH,I\RXZHUHOLWHUDWHDQGNQHZDQ\ERRNZHOOLWZDVOLNHO\WKH%LEOH,I\RX
were illiterate, you were introduced to the Bible in sermons, stories, and hymns. In
VKRUWLIRQHERRNVKDSHGDQ\WKLQJOLNHDVKDUHGLPDJLQDWLRQLQWKLVQHZZRUOGLW
was the Bible.
(YHQWKRVHIRXQGHUVRIPRUHVHFXODUEHQWVXFKDV%HQ)UDQNOLQDQG7KRPDV
-HIIHUVRQVDZWKHSRZHURIV\PEROLFXVHRIWKH([RGXVHYHQW +RUVOH\ 
7KLVZDV-HIIHUVRQ¶VHGLWLQRI)UDQNOLQ¶VSURSRVDOIRUWKH*UHDW6HDORIWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHV
3KDUDRKVLWWLQJLQDQRSHQ&KDULRWD&URZQRQKLVKHDGDQGD6ZRUGLQKLVKDQG
SDVVLQJWKURXJKWKHGLYLGHG:DWHUVRIWKH5HG6HDLQ3XUVXLWRIWKH,VUDHOLWHV5D\V
IURPD3LOODURI)LUHLQWKH&ORXGH[SUHVVLYHRIWKHGLYLQH3UHVHQFHDQG&RPPDQG
EHDPLQJRQ0RVHVZKRVWDQGVRQWKHVKRUHDQGH[WHQGLQJKLVKDQGRYHUWKH6HD
causes it to overwhelm Pharaoh. (Available at: <http://greatseal.com/committees/
¿UVWFRPPLQGH[KWPO![March 20, 2013])

-HIIHUVRQDOVRUHIHUHQFHGWKH([RGXVHYHQWLQKLVVHFRQGLQDXJXUDODGGUHVV
I need, too, the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our forefathers,
DV ,VUDHO RI ROG IURP WKHLU QDWLYH ODQG DQG SODQWHG WKHP LQ D FRXQWU\ ÀRZLQJ
ZLWKDOOWKHQHFHVVLWLHVDQGFRPIRUWVRIOLIHZKRKDVFRYHUHGRXULQIDQF\ZLWKKLV
SURYLGHQFHDQGRXUULSHU\HDUVZLWKKLVZLVGRPDQGSRZHU %HOODK 

2.1 The Abolitionist Movement
Wade in the water,
Wade in the water children,
Wade in the water,
*RG¶VJRQQDWURXEOHWKHZDWHUV -RQHV 

,QRQHRIWKHGH¿QLQJHYHQWVRIWKH-HZLVK7D1D.K*RGOLEHUDWHGWKHFKLOGUHQ
of Israel from slavery. The image of God as the great emancipator was not lost on
slaves and could be seen in the spirituals such as Wade in the Water. Harriet Tubman,
RIWKH8QGHUJURXQG5DLOURDGDOVRGHVFULEHGDVDQ$PHULFDQ0RVHVLVUHSRUWHGWR
KDYHVXQJ:DGHLQWKH:DWHUDQG*R'RZQ0RVHVWRFRPPXQLFDWHWRVODYHVÀHHLQJ
WRWKHQRUWK -RQHV 
In the experience of slaves, we see both the oppressive and the redemptive
QDWXUHRI&KULVWLDQLW\&KULVWLDQLW\ZDVXVHGE\VODYHKROGHUVWRMXVWLI\VODYHU\DQG
E\DEROLWLRQLVWVWRFRQGHPQLW7KRVHORRNLQJIRUSURRIWH[WVLQVXSSRUWRIVODYHU\
LQWKH%LEOHFRXOGFHUWDLQO\¿QGWKHP)RUVODYHKROGHUV&KULVWLDQLW\ZDVDOVRVHHQ
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as superior to the many false religions slaves brought with them. As these false
religions could not be tolerated by the slaveholders, it made sense to attempt to
UHSODFHWKHVHZLWK&KULVWLDQLW\DVORQJDVWKDW&KULVWLDQLW\FRXOGEHXVHGDVDPHDQV
RI FRQWURO DQG VODYHV XQGHUVWRRG WKDW &KULVWLDQLW\ UHTXLUHG WKHLU DFFHSWDQFH RI
VODYHU\DQGREHGLHQFHWRWKHLUPDVWHUV<HWDV:LOOVREVHUYHG³&KULVWLDQLW\PHDQW
as an instrument of control from above, could be seen as a vehicle for rebellion from
EHORZ´ :LOOV 6ODYHVXVHGWKHFRYHURIDVODYHKROGLQJ&KULVWLDQLW\
to hold onto their traditional beliefs and to the promise of freedom.
7KHVWUXJJOHRYHUVODYHU\ZDVSUHVHQWLQ&KULVWLDQFKXUFKHVDQGLQSROLWLFDO
FRQÀLFWVSULRUWRWKH5HYROXWLRQEXWIHZ&KULVWLDQGHQRPLQDWLRQVWRRNDFOHDUVWDQG
DJDLQVWLW7KHHDUOLHVWWRGRVRZHUHWKH4XDNHUVZKRLQDFWHGWRH[SHOVODYH
KROGHUV *RQ]iOH] $VZLWKWKH$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQWKHWLPHSULRUWR
WKH&LYLO:DUVDZUHYLYDOVDQGFRQYHUVLRQVVZHHSWKHODQG0HWKRGLVWVDQG%DSWLVW
churches in particular grew in number and memberships. The Abolitionist movement
ZDVVWURQJO\LQÀXHQFHGE\ERWKWKHHYDQJHOLVPDQGWKHPLOOHQQLDOLVPRIWKLV6HFRQG
*UHDW$ZDNHQLQJ &RQÀLFWV RYHU WKH OHJLWLPDF\ RI VODYHU\ ZRXOG OHDG WR VFKLVPV
within the Methodist, Presbyterian, and the Baptist denominations. Only the Roman
&DWKROLFDQG(SLVFRSDOLDQFKXUFKDYRLGHGVFKLVP *RQ]iOH] 
,Q1DWKDQ%DQJVWKHQHGLWRURIWKHChristian Advocate, a publication of the
Methodist church, responded to the British Abolitionist George Thompson’s lecture in
1HZ<RUNRQWKHHYLOVRIVODYHU\E\HQFRXUDJLQJ7KRPSVRQWRLPLWDWH&KULVW¶VFRQGXFW
DQGVWD\RXWRIFLYLODIIDLUV%DQJVDUJXHGWKDW-HVXVZDVDZDUHRIWKHSHUYDVLYHQHVV
RIWKHLQVWLWXWLRQRIVODYHU\DFURVVWKH5RPDQ(PSLUH\HWDUJXHGWKDW-HVXVQHYHU
denounced slave holders, nor did he “tell them that unless they let those oppressed go
IUHHWKH\FRXOGQRWUHSHQWDQGHQWHULQWRWKHNLQJGRPRIKHDYHQ´ )R[ 
7KH 6HFRQG *UHDW $ZDNHQLQJ DOVR SURGXFHG ¿HU\ DQG GHWHUPLQHG RUDWRUV
castigating those who held slaves and those who defended the institution of slavery.
$QJHOLQD*ULPNpLQKHUAppeal to Christian Women of the SouthDVNHGLI-HVXV
ZRXOGKLPVHOIKDYHRZQHGVODYHV6KHJUDQWHGWRWKRVHZKRKHOGDV%DQJVGLGWKDW
-HVXVGLGQRWH[SOLFLWO\FRQGHPQVODYHU\EXWUHGLUHFWHGWKHDUJXPHQW7KHTXHVWLRQ
VKHDVNHGZDVZKHWKHUVODYHU\FRXOGEHFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKHPRUDOWHDFKLQJVRI-HVXV
among them, the Golden Rule.
/HWHYHU\VODYHKROGHUDSSO\WKHVHTXHVWLRQVWRKLVRZQKHDUW$P,ZLOOLQJWREHD
slave—Am I willing to see my wife the slave of another—Am I willing to see my
mother a slave, or my father, my sister, or my brother? If not, then in holding others
as slaves, I am doing what I would not wish to be done to me or any relative I have
(Fox, 2004: 207).

:LOOLDP/OR\G*DUULVRQD4XDNHUDQGHGLWRURIWKHDEROLWLRQLVWSXEOLFDWLRQWKH
Liberator compared the persecution of abolitionists such as himself to the sufferings
RI&KULVWDQGWKHSHUVHFXWLRQRIWKHHDUO\&KULVWLDQPDUW\UV*DUULVRQZDVDQDGYRFDWH
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for “immediate emancipation,” the unconditional, and uncompensated, emancipation
of slaves (Fox, 2004: 210). Garrison’s call for emancipation, and willingness to
suffer on behalf of this cause, was based on his conviction that in the incarnation of
&KULVW-HVXVKDGXVKHUHGLQQRWDIXWXUHZRUOGIUHHGIURPVLQEXWIUHHGRPIURPVLQ
LQWKLVZRUOG*DUULVRQDUJXHGWKDWWUXH&KULVWLDQVWKRVHWUXO\IUHHGIURPVLQPXVW
“immediately sever their ties with ‘slaveholders, warriors, worshippers of mammon,
enemies of holiness…The axe must be laid to the root of the tree, and total abstinence
from sin …. insisted on as the reasonable duty of every human soul, and as essential
to christian character” (Fox, 2004: 210).
,Q*DUULVRQ¶VFDOOIRUDUHYLYDORI&KULVWLDQOLIHRQHKHDUVFRQFHUQVQRWRQO\
for the fate of the individual soul, but the fate of the nation. We hear this concern
expressed strongly in the earlier words of Dr. Benjamin Rush, who in 1773, in his
Address upon Slave-keeping, urged clergy to “Remember that national crimes require
national punishments, and without declaring what punishment awaits this evil, you
may venture to assure them, that it cannot pass with impunity, unless God shall cease
WREHMXVWRUPHUFLIXO´ %HOODK 

2.2 King and the Civil Rights Movement
7KHVWUHQJWKRIWKHVWRU\RI0RVHVDQGWKH([RGXVDQGLWVLQÀXHQFHRQ0DUWLQ
/XWKHU.LQJ-UFDQEHVHHQLQKLVPRXQWDLQWRSVHUPRQJLYHQWKHQLJKWEHIRUHKLV
assassination.
:HOO,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWZLOOKDSSHQQRZ:H¶YHJRWVRPHGLI¿FXOWGD\VDKHDG
But it really doesn’t matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.
And I don’t mind.
/LNHDQ\ERG\,ZRXOGOLNHWROLYHDORQJOLIH/RQJHYLW\KDVLWVSODFH%XW,¶PQRW
concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go
XSWRWKHPRXQWDLQ$QG,¶YHORRNHGRYHU$QG,¶YHVHHQWKH3URPLVHG/DQG,PD\
QRWJHWWKHUHZLWK\RX%XW,ZDQW\RXWRNQRZWRQLJKWWKDWZHDVDSHRSOHZLOO
JHWWRWKHSURPLVHGODQG
And so I’m happy, tonight.
I’m not worried about anything.
,¶PQRWIHDULQJDQ\PDQ
0LQHH\HVKDYHVHHQWKHJORU\RIWKHFRPLQJRIWKH/RUG .LQJ-UODVW
paragraph)

0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-U¶VZRUGVFRQWLQXHWRKDXQW,I*HRUJH:DVKLQJWRQZDV
WKH0RVHVRIWKH$PHULFDQ5HYROXWLRQ0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-UZDVWKH0RVHVRIWKH
&LYLO5LJKWV0RYHPHQWDQGDV0RVHVKHORRNHGGRZQIURPWKHPRXQWDLQWRSLQWR
WKH3URPLVHG/DQGEXWGLGQRWMRLQKLVSHRSOHWKHUH:KDW0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-U
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XQGHUVWRRGDQGZKDWWKH&LYLO5LJKWV0RYHPHQWLOOXVWUDWHGZDVWKDWWKHIUHHGRPRI
individuals can only be guaranteed in the context of a social and political reality. If I
am to be free as an individual, people must be free.
$VKDGFULWLFVRIWKHDEROLWLRQLVWPRYHPHQWFULWLFVRIWKH&LYLO5LJKWV0RYHPHQW
DUJXHGWKDW-HVXVZDVFRQFHUQHGZLWKWKHLQGLYLGXDOVRXODQGQRWVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDO
LVVXHV,QKLV³/HWWHUIURP%LUPLQJKDP-DLO´ZULWWHQLQ0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ
-UVSRNHWRFULWLFVZKRFODLPHGWKDWKLVPRYHPHQWZDVWRRSROLWLFDOWRRFRQFHUQHG
with social issues, and too little concerned with the gospel. He argued that these
critics had a strange otherworldly vision of the Gospels. His vision of the Beloved
&RPPXQLW\DYLVLRQWKDWVKDSHGKLVZRUNLQ&LYLO5LJKWVZDVVWURQJO\LQÀXHQFHG
by his understanding of the Gospels. Though it is true that he drew inspiration from
Gandhi’s movement of nonviolent civil disobedience, it is also true that Gandhi
KLPVHOIZDVLQÀXHQFHGE\-HVXV¶WHDFKLQJRQQRQYLROHQFH,Q*DQGKL¶VQRQYLROHQW
movement, King saw how nonviolence could be used to direct social change.

3. SALVATION AS EMANCIPATION: A REEXAMINATION OF
JESUS
How is it that this notion of salvation as social and political emancipation,
VR FOHDUO\ HYLGHQW LQ WKH ([RGXV HYHQW VHHPV WR KDYH EHHQ ORVW RU PLQLPL]HG LQ
modern cultural understandings of salvation? This has happened in part because of
WKHGHYHORSPHQWRIDQDKLVWRULFDODQGDSROLWLFDOXQGHUVWDQGLQJRI-HVXV,URQLFDOO\
DV,ZDVZULWLQJWKLVWKHORVVRIWKHSROLWLFVRI-HVXVZDVLOOXVWUDWHGFRQFUHWHO\LQ
WKHOLEUDU\VWDFNVRI-DPHV0DGLVRQ8QLYHUVLW\LQZKLFKWKHFODVVLFWH[WE\-RKQ
+RZDUG<RGHUThe Politics of Jesus, was literally missing.
&RQVLGHU WKH /RUG¶V 3UD\HU DWWULEXWHG WR -HVXV DV IRXQG LQ WKH *RVSHO RI
Matthew.
Our father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name.
<RXUNLQJGRPFRPH
<RXUZLOOEHGRQH
On earth as it in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we have also forgiven our debtors.
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one
0DWWKHZ 
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,Q WKH /RUG¶V 3UD\HU ZH ¿QG UHIHUHQFH WR WKH NLQJGRP DQG WR RXU ³GDLO\
bread.” This is a clear reference to the manna provided to the people of Israel from
God as they wandered through the desert after liberation from Egypt. If salvation
LVPHPEHUVKLSLQWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGDQGWKRVHLQWKH.LQJGRPRI*RGUHO\RQ
God for their daily bread, then salvation is not just personal and otherworldly. It is
political and this worldly emancipation.
,I*RGLVWKHWUXHNLQJRIWKHZRUOGDQGDSURSKHWVSHDNVDQGDFWVE\WKHSRZHU
of God, then prophecy is a religious act andDSROLWLFDODFW,QWKHFRQWH[WRI-HZLVK
WUDGLWLRQWREH-HZLVKZDVWREHDSDUWRIWKHFKLOGUHQRI,VUDHORIWKHFKLOGUHQRI
Abraham. This was not just an individual reality, but a social reality. In fact, you
FRXOGDUJXHWKDWLWZDV\RXUVWDWXVDVDPHPEHURIWKLVSHRSOHWKDWLGHQWL¿HG\RXDV
DQLQGLYLGXDODQGGH¿QHG\RXDVDQLQGLYLGXDO$VDSDUWRIWKLVSHRSOH\RXOLYHGRXW
of a covenant relationship with God.
7KH =HDORW UHYROW LQ 6HSSKRULV DURXQG  &( OHG E\ -XGDV DQG =DGGRN
LOOXVWUDWHV WKH SRZHU RI WKH -XGDLVP DV D UHOLJLRXV DQG SROLWLFDO LGHQWLW\ -RVHSKXV
referenced this in his history, The Jewish War.
-XGDVWKH*DXODQLWH>DWHDFKHU@DQG6DGGRNWKH3KDULVHHODXQFKHGDUHEHOOLRQ7KH\
said that the tribute amounted to downright slavery and appealed to the people to
VHHNWKHLULQGHSHQGHQFH«VD\LQJWKDW*RGZRXOGDLGWKHPXQWLOWKHLUHQGHDYRU
succeeded… They agree in all other respects with the views of the Pharisees, except
that they have an unconquerable passion for freedom, since they are convinced that
*RGLVWKHLUH[FOXVLYHUXOHUDQGPDVWHU +RUVOH\ 

6RPHWLPHGXULQJWKHFKLOGKRRGRI-HVXV-XGDVWRRNFRQWURORI6HSSKRULV7ZR
5RPDQ/HJLRQVZHUHVHQWLQWRFRQWUROWKHXSULVLQJ6HYHUDOWKRXVDQG]HDORWVZHUH
FUXFL¿HG$WOHDVWRQHRIWKHGLVFLSOHVRI-HVXVZDVD]HDORW 6LPRQWKH=HDORW -XGDV
PD\DOVRKDYHEHHQD]HDORW%DUDEEDVWKHSULVRQHUSLFNHGE\WKHFURZGUDWKHUWKDQ
-HVXVZDVDOVRD]HDORW 1RVV 
7KH UHOLJLRXV VLJQL¿FDQFH RI WKH DFWV RI -HVXV KLV DXWKRULW\ DV D WHDFKHU RI
Torah, his forgiveness of sins, the miracles of feeding, healing, and resurrecting,
cannot be understood fully apart from an understanding of the social and political
VLJQL¿FDQFHRIWKHVHDFWV7KRXJKDIXOOH[SOLFDWLRQRIWKLVLVEH\RQGP\VFRSHKHUH
WKLVPXFKQHHGVWREHVDLG,IZHH[DPLQHWKHWHDFKLQJVDQGDFWLRQVRI-HVXV-HVXV
operated in the manner of a prophet coming to renew the people of God, in the
PDQQHURID0RVHVRU(OLMDK+HZRXOGOLNHO\KDYHEHHQVHHQDVVXFKZLWKWKRVH
IDPLOLDUZLWKWKHLUVWRULHVDQGDFWV5HIHUHQFHWRWKLVFDQEHVHHQLQZKDWLVNQRZQDV
WKHWUDQV¿JXUDWLRQVFHQHLQ0DWWKHZDQG/XNH
, KDYH DOUHDG\ VKRZQ KRZ WKH /RUG¶V 3UD\HU UHIHUHQFH WR GDLO\ EUHDG GUDZV
on the imagery of the Exodus event. Over the course of history, the twelve tribes
RI,VUDHOIDFHGDQXPEHURIDQQLKLODWLRQDQGDVVLPLODWLRQWKUHDWV6ODYHU\LQ(J\SW
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SRVHGDNLQGRIDQQLKLODWLRQWKUHDW7KURXJK0RVHV([RGXVDQGWKHFRYHQDQWRIWKH
7RUDK*RGUHQHZHGWKHSHRSOHRI,VUDHODQGOHGWKHSHRSOHWRWKHODQGRI&DQDDQ
WKH3URPLVHG/DQG
In the story of Elijah we see a response to the threat of assimilation into
&DQDDQLWH FXOWXUH DQG %DDO ZRUVKLS 6XFK D PRYH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ WHPSWLQJ
economically and politically. Ahab, ruler of Israel during the time of Elijah,
RSHQO\ ZRUVKLSHG %DDO WKH &DQDDQLWH JRG RI WKH VWRUP (OLMDK DV D SURSKHW RI
<+:+FKDOOHQJHGWKHSURSKHWVRI%DDO)RXUKXQGUHGDQG¿IW\SURSKHWVRI%DDO
JDWKHUHGFDOOLQJRQ%DDOWREULQJWKHVWRUPWRQRHIIHFW(OLMDKFDOOHGRQ<+:+
DQGOLJKWQLQJFRQVXPHGWKHVDFUL¿FH7KHDVVHPEOHGFURZGWXUQHGRQWKHSURSKHWV
RI%DDONLOOLQJWKHP)RUWKLV-H]HEHOZLIHRI$KDEYRZHGWRNLOO(OLMDK(OLMDK
ÀHGWKURXJKWKHGHVHUWWR+RUHEDIRUW\GD\MRXUQH\DQGWKHVLWHRIWKHFRYHQDQW
PDGHZLWK0RVHV7KHUH*RGVSRNHWR(OLMDKLQDVWLOOVPDOOYRLFH7KLVZDVVHHQ
DVFRQ¿UPDWLRQWKDW<+:+ZDVVWLOOWKH*RGRI,VUDHODQGWKDWWKHFRUUXSWUXOH
RI $KDE ZRXOG EH RYHUWKURZQ (OLMDK SURSKHW RI <+:+ QRW RQO\ SHUIRUPHG
miracles, but openly challenged the economic and political elite of Israel and
FDOOHG,VUDHOEDFNWRWKH0RVDLFFRYHQDQWZLWK<+:+
'XULQJ WKH WLPH RI -HVXV 5RPH SRVHG DQ DUJXDEO\ JUHDWHU DQQLKLODWLRQ DQG
DVVLPLODWLRQWKUHDWWR,VUDHOWKDQKDGEHHQSRVHGE\(J\SWRU&DQDDQ$VZLWKWKH
WHPSWDWLRQ WR DVVLPLODWH WR &DQDDQLWH LGHQWLW\ WKH WHPSWDWLRQ IRU HFRQRPLF DQG
SROLWLFDO UHDVRQV WR HPEUDFH D +HOOHQLVWLF LGHQWLW\ WR EHQH¿W IURP D UHODWLRQVKLS
with Rome would have been strong. The political, economic, and religious elite at
WKHWLPHRI-HVXVZHUHWHPSWHGWRDFFRPPRGDWHWR5RPHHLWKHUWRSUHVHUYHWKHLU
H[LVWLQJSRZHUDQGZHDOWKRUWRLQFUHDVHLWDQG-HZLVKUXOHUVZHUHEXV\UHPDNLQJ
parts of Israel into Hellenistic style cities.
,QWKHODQGRI*DOLOHH-HZVZHUHEDUHO\LQWKHPDMRULW\7KHUHZHUHDQXPEHU
RI*UHHNVSHDNLQJUHVLGHQWV6HSSKRULVDQG7LEHULDKDGEHHQUHEXLOWLQ+HOOHQLVWLF
VW\OH2QWKHRWKHUVLGHRIWKH6HDRI*DOLOHHZDV+LSSRVRQHRIWKH'HFDSROLVRU
WHQ+HOOHQLVWLFVW\OHFLWLHV$VQRWHGE\&URVVDQXQOLNHHDUOLHUWUDQVIHUVRISRZHU
that changed rulers at the top, but did little to change the life of peasants and their
relationship to the land, Rome had made land itself into a tradable commodity. The
WUDGLWLRQDOOLQNEHWZHHQWKHSHDVDQWVDQGWKHODQGDODQGWKDWEHORQJHGWR*RGZDV
challenged both by an expanding Hellenistic culture and the taxes helping to fund
WKLVH[SDQVLRQ &URVVDQ 
7KH V\PEROLVP RI WKH WZHOYH GLVFLSOHV RI -HVXV LV FOHDU ,Q WKHVH WZHOYH
V\PEROLFRIWKHWZHOYHWULEHVRI,VUDHO-HVXVZDVUHQHZLQJWKHSHRSOHRI*RG7KH
feeding miracles resonate with the miracle feeding of the people on their Exodus
journey and the miracle feedings of the prophet Elijah. The healing miracles of
-HVXVFDQEHVHHQDVDUHQHZDORIDQLQGLYLGXDOWRWKHFRPPXQDOOLIHRI,VUDHODQG
the people of God.
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:KDWGRHVLWPHDQWREHSDUWRIWKHSHRSOHRI*RGWKHNLQJGRPRI*RG":KDW
ZRXOG OLIH LQ WKLV NLQJGRP ORRN OLNH" 0XFK RI -HVXV¶ WHDFKLQJ VSHDNV WR WKLV ,I
ZHH[DPLQH-HVXV¶WHDFKLQJVRQWKHVHTXHVWLRQVWKHVHDQVZHUVVSHDNWRLQGLYLGXDO
VRFLDO DQG SROLWLFDO UHDOLWLHV (DUO\ &KULVWLDQV FHUWDLQO\ XQGHUVWRRG WKH WHDFKLQJ
RI-HVXVDVVSHDNLQJWRLQGLYLGXDOVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDOUHDOLWLHV7KDW-HVXVZRXOG
address not only individual, but social and political realities can be seen in what is
VRPHWLPHVUHIHUUHGWRDVWKH6RQJRI0DU\ DQRWKHU0LULDP WKHPRWKHURI-HVXV
µ0\VRXOPDJQL¿HVWKH/RUG
DQGP\VSLULWUHMRLFHVLQ*RGP\6DYLRXU
IRUKHKDVORRNHGZLWKIDYRXURQWKHORZOLQHVVRIKLVVHUYDQW
6XUHO\IURPQRZRQDOOJHQHUDWLRQVZLOOFDOOPHEOHVVHG
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
+HKDVVKRZQVWUHQJWKZLWKKLVDUP
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
DQGOLIWHGXSWKHORZO\
KHKDV¿OOHGWKHKXQJU\ZLWKJRRGWKLQJV
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
WR$EUDKDPDQGWRKLVGHVFHQGDQWVIRUHYHU¶ /XNH

+RZGLG*RGLQWHQGXVWROLYHLQ*RG¶VNLQJGRP"7RDQVZHUWKLVTXHVWLRQZH
PLJKWUHWXUQWRWKHEHJLQQLQJWR*HQHVLV6FKRODUVKDYHORQJQRWHGWKDWWKHUHDUH
WZRDSSDUHQWO\VHSDUDWHDFFRXQWVRIFUHDWLRQLQ*HQHVLV,QWKH¿UVWKXPDQEHLQJV
male and female, are made in the image of God. We are to have dominion over the
earth. In the second, the human made by God names all of the other creatures created
by God. The act of naming, in ancient religious understanding, was itself seen as a
NLQGRIGRPLQLRQ
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ PDQ\ WRGD\ UHDG WKH RSHQLQJ RI *HQHVLV DV DUJXLQJ DJDLQVW D
FHUWDLQNLQGRIHYROXWLRQDU\ELRORJ\,ZRXOGDUJXHWKDWWKHUHLVDNLQGRIDUJXPHQW
being made in Genesis, but that it is not an argument with evolutionary biology. Even
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more importantly, I would argue that reading Genesis in this way distracts us from
the real argument being made in both descriptions of the creation of human beings.
In both accounts, we see that human beings were not created to worship any of
the creation, the sun, the moon, the stars, the animals, etc., nor were we created as
slaves of the gods, as in the older Babylonian creation myth, the Enuma Elish which
LVVLPLODULQPDQ\ZD\VWRWKHJDUGHQVWRU\ %DQGVWUD 7KHRSHQLQJ
accounts of Genesis could be seen in themselves as emancipation proclamations. We
GRQRWQHHGWRRIIHUVDFUL¿FHVWRDQ\RIWKHFUHDWHGRUGHU:HDUHQRWVODYHVRIDQ\RI
WKLVFUHDWHGRUGHUEXWFUHDWHGLQWKHLPDJHDQGOLNHQHVVRI*RG:KDWGRHVLWPHDQ
WREHFUHDWHGLQWKHLPDJHDQGOLNHQHVVRI*RG"
&RQVLGHUWKHZRUGVRIWKH'HFODUDWLRQRI,QGHSHQGHQFH
:HKROGWKHVHWUXWKVWREHVHOIHYLGHQWWKDWDOOPHQDUHFUHDWHGHTXDOWKDWWKH\DUH
HQGRZHGE\WKHLU&UHDWRUZLWKFHUWDLQXQDOLHQDEOH5LJKWVWKDWDPRQJWKHVHDUH/LIH
/LEHUW\DQGWKHSXUVXLWRI+DSSLQHVV²7KDWWRVHFXUHWKHVHULJKWV*RYHUQPHQWV
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed,—That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
*RYHUQPHQWOD\LQJLWVIRXQGDWLRQRQVXFKSULQFLSOHVDQGRUJDQL]LQJLWVSRZHUVLQ
VXFKIRUPDVWRWKHPVKDOOVHHPPRVWOLNHO\WRHIIHFWWKHLU6DIHW\DQG+DSSLQHVV
(Available at: [March 20,2013].)

7KRPDV-HIIHUVRQ¶VDSSHDOWRGLJQLW\RIRXUFUHDWLRQRIRXULQDOLHQDEOHULJKWV
ZDV RI FRXUVH LQÀXHQFHG E\ WKH SKLORVRSK\ RI -RKQ /RFNH EXW KLV DSSHDO FRXOG
DOVR EH VHHQ DV FDOOLQJ RQ WKH V\PEROV RI *HQHVLV /RFNH KLPVHOI UHFRJQL]HG WKH
sovereignty of God, and the sovereignty of God over human beings. Out of this
VRYHUHLJQW\/RFNHFRXOGDQGGLGDUJXHIRUQDWXUDOPRUDOULJKWV-HIIHUVRQDUJXHG
for emancipation from Britain on the grounds that the British government had
violated these basic unalienable rights and no longer had the consent of those it
ZRXOGJRYHUQKHUH7KDW*HQHVLVVSHDNVWRWKLVFDQEHVHHQLQWKHZRUGVRI$QWKRQ\
%XUQVDQH[VODYH
“God made me a manQRWDVODYHDQGJDYHPHWKHVDPHULJKWWRP\VHOIWKDWKH
JDYHWRWKHPDQVWROHPHWRKLPVHOI´ &RQH 

:HFDQVHHLQWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKH-HZLVK7D1D.KDQDFFRXQWRIKXPDQEHLQJV
WKDWKDVVKDSHGWKHKXPDQGHVLUHIRUHPDQFLSDWLRQ/RFNH¶VYLVLRQRIDKXPDQULJKW
to property assumes that humans have dominion over the earth and that our labor is
our rightful property, as we have been given our own dominion. As humans have
EHHQFUHDWHGWRKDYHWKHLURZQGRPLQLRQJRYHUQDQFHVKRXOGEHDVRFLDOFRQWUDFWD
contract between equals.
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4. CONCLUSION: SALVATION AS EMANCIPATION: ARE YOU
SAVED? HAVE YOU BEEN SAVED?
1RZWKH/RUGLVWKH6SLULWDQGZKHUHWKH6SLULWRIWKH/RUGLVWKHUHLVIUHHGRP 
&RULQWKLDQV 

,Q WKH DUHD RI VRXWKHDVWHUQ 1RUWK &DUROLQD LQ ZKLFK , JUHZ XS WKHVH ZHUH
common questions. What does it mean to be saved? As indicated earlier, for many of
WKRVHDVNLQJWKLVTXHVWLRQWKHDQVZHUWRWKLVTXHVWLRQLVWKDWWREHVDYHGLVWRKDYHD
SHUVRQDOVDYLQJUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK-HVXVDUHODWLRQVKLSWKDWVDYHV\RXIURPWKHZDJHV
RIVLQDQGGHDWK6XFKDUHDGLQJFDQHDVLO\EHGUDZQIURPWKHZULWLQJVRI3DXO
<HWLIZHIRFXVRQO\RQWKLVFODLPRQHWHUQDOOLIHZHFDQORVHVLJKWRIRWKHU
HPDQFLSDWRU\ FODLPV PDGH E\ HDUO\ &KULVWLDQV 7R EH VDYHG ZDV QRW MXVW WR EH
assured of eternal life, but to be assured that nothing in all of creation could
separate us from the love of God. This can also be seen in the writings of Paul, as
can be seen in Romans 8.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for
WKHUHYHDOLQJRIWKHFKLOGUHQRI*RG«:HNQRZWKDWWKHZKROHFUHDWLRQKDVEHHQ
JURDQLQJLQODERUSDLQVXQWLOQRZDQGQRWRQO\WKHFUHDWLRQEXWZHRXUVHOYHVZKR
KDYHWKH¿UVWIUXLWVRIWKH6SLULWJURDQLQZDUGO\ZKLOHZHZDLWIRUDGRSWLRQWKH
UHGHPSWLRQRIRXUERGLHV 5RPDQV
What are we then to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?…
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
LQDOOFUHDWLRQZLOOEHDEOHWRVHSDUDWHXVIURPWKHORYHRI*RGLQ&KULVW-HVXVRXU
/RUG 5RPDQV

:KHQHDUO\&KULVWLDQVVSRNHRIVDOYDWLRQWKH\VSRNHRILWQRWRQO\DVDIXWXUH
event (victory over death), but a present reality, a freedom and power out of which
RQHFRXOGVSHDNDQGDFWZLWKFRQ¿GHQFHZLWKRXWIHDUDQGDVHQVHRISHDFHDQGMR\
-RKQVRQ 
To be saved, Paul argued, was to be adopted by God. Adopted by God, God is
now your rightful ruler, a ruler who has freed you from all other false dominions. To
be saved was to be emancipated. In an age of separation of church and state, it is too
HDV\WRRYHUORRNWKHVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDOFODLPVPDGHLQWKHODQJXDJHRI3DXO³7KHUH
LVQRORQJHU-HZRU*UHHNWKHUHLVQRORQJHUVODYHRUIUHHWKHUHLVQRORQJHUPDOH
DQGIHPDOHIRUDOORI\RXDUHRQHLQ&KULVW-HVXV´ *DODWLDQV 7REHVDYHGLV
WREHDPHPEHURIDQHZNLQJGRPWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGDQGHPDQFLSDWHGIURPDOO
of the other powers of this world.
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We return to a question we examined earlier. What is the relationship between
IUHHGRPGRLQJJRRGDQGKXPDQKDSSLQHVV")RU.DQWDQG/RFNH*ULPNH*DUULVRQ
3DUNHUDQG0DUWLQ/XWKHU.LQJ-UZHFDQQRWPDNHVHQVHRIWKLVDSDUWIURPVRPH
understanding of God as the ultimate legislator of the world. This, I would argue,
is the importance of the religious imagination for understandings of emancipation.
7KH -HZLVK DQG &KULVWLDQ YLVLRQV RI VDOYDWLRQ DV D VRFLDO DQG SROLWLFDO UHDOLW\ DV
our inclusion in the people of God, can be seen as religious responses to threats to
identity posed by assimilation and annihilation. Out of this vision of salvation by
God, you can declare yourself free, though the world declares you a slave.
These narratives have resonated across history in struggles for emancipation.
The struggle for freedom requires the capacity, even the audacity, to imagine that
the world need not be as it is, can be other than it is, and should be other than it
is. For many struggling for freedom, the religious imagination, and the individual
and social identity it has shaped, has helped to provide both this capacity and this
audacity.
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